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was finally declared open. As for our treaty pledges, Holland
did not call upon us to make war, and, at the very time war
broke out, negotiations were actually proceeding; under the
sanction of Lord Auckland, our representative at the Ha^ue,
between the Dutch and Dumouriez. The second point at
Issue was the decree of November 19, a general decree promis-
ing " fraternity and assistance to all peoples who shall wish to
recover their liberty" adopted In haste after the discussion
of a particular appeal for help from the people of Mayence.
Maret explained to Pitt on December 1st that the decree
merely applied to Powers at war with France. Pitt replied
that, if such an interpretation could be given, its effects would
be excellent The decree itself, like so many decrees adopted
by the Convention, was not a deliberate declaration of the
Government, but one of the extravagances of a democracy in
long clothes; it was the motion of a private member^ dis-
approved of by many of the more experienced members, and
about as responsible as the motion which was adopted to
change the name of Bordeaux. Unfortunately the intrigues
of French emissaries in English politics gave it an exagger-
ated importance in the eyes of the English Government.
The question between Fox and the Government was not
whether these things were worth a war, but whether it was
worth while to try to prevent a war, or if that were impossible
to try to define and limit it by negotiation. Fox proposed in
December that a Minister should be sent to Paris to treat with
the provisional Government. His motionI was negatived
without a division. But there seems some evidence that Pitt
was very near acting upon it, for the Record Office contains the
imperfect draft of two despatches intended for someone pro-
ceeding as envoy to France, referred by Mr. Oscar Browning
to December 1792. The strongest proof of the wisdom of
Fox's policy is seen in the recapitulation of the events just
1 "That an humble address be presented to his majesty, that his majesty
will be graciously pleased to give direction that a minister may be sent to Paris
to treat with those persons who exercise provisionally the functions of executive
government in France, touching such points as may be in discussion, between
his majesty and his allies and the French nation."